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True, where neither the social movement nor
the NGO models are adequate.

Gender, Globalization, and Postsocialism
will be of interest to students and scholars in
a wide range of fields, including gender stud-
ies, sociology, and political science. It is writ-
ten in an accessible style suitable for use in
the classroom.

Karen Kapusta-Pofahl
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The central concern of Europe Undivided lies
with the divergent political trajectories of
Central and Eastern European (CEE) states
in the process of transition from integral
units of the erstwhile ‘communist bloc’ to
prospective membership in the European
Union. The work focuses on six CEE states in
particular: Poland, Hungary, the Czech Re-
public, Romania, Bulgaria and Slovakia, and
argues that notwithstanding national partic-
ularities two broad overall patterns of ‘tran-
sition’ can be identified. The first of these in-
volves the progressive reconstruction of
these states along classical liberal-democrat-
ic lines; complete with the conventional in-
stitutional architecture of a liberal state and
a functioning competitive electoral system
based upon adult suffrage. Poland, Hungary
and the Czech Republic are reckoned as fit-
ting this first pattern, while Romania, Bul-
garia and Slovakia are identified as ‘de-
viants’ that depart from this model. This lat-
ter group are characterised by the author as
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‘illiberal democracies’, and a significant
component of the overall argument of the
work is concerned with accounting for their
‘deviance’. Yet the core concern of the work
is with the role of the European Union as a
facilitator and regulator of political recon-
struction projects in CEE after 1989-91. The
work makes its most significant contribution
to the ever-expanding literature on CEE
‘transition(s)’ with its elaboration of a de-
tailed concept of ‘leverage’ with respect to
the influence of the EU in CEE political re-
construction. In this respect, though not ex-
pressly formulated as such, the work aspires
towards the development of a more general
model of post-communist ‘transition’, in
which the role of the EU is placed centre-
stage.

Vachudova argues that the EU exerts two
distinct kinds of ‘leverage’ over political de-
velopments in CEE states. The first - ‘passive
leverage’ — refers to the kind of ‘gravitational
pull’ of the EU as a political and economic
bloc. This is reflected in the positive appeal of
the EU as a political and economic entity to
political elites in CEE states, and in the per-
ception of EU membership as a potential
‘prize’ to be won in the course of successful
political reconstruction. Yet it is also reflect-
ed in the asymmetrical structural relation-
ships that exist between members of the EU
and non-member states. The latter find them-
selves structurally disadvantaged economical-
ly as they individually face global competitive
economic pressures without the support and
protection provided by the EU to its members.
In this respect, the simple existence of the EU
as a political and economic bloc in conditions
of intensifying global economic competition
induces CEE states to re-orient themselves
towards the EU and to aspire to EU member-
ship, by default, as it were. Therefore, re-
maining aloof from the EU is not a genuinely
sustainable option in the long-term for such
states and particularly given the economic de-
struction and dislocation that accompanied
the early years of ‘transition’ for CEE states.

The second kind of leverage, active
leverage, differs from the first both tempo-



